Testimony in support of HB-5419

Submitted by Marigrace Larke
To The Environment Committee
State Representative Linda Gentile and committee members,

My name is Marigrace Larke and I am from Hamden Ct. ] am a member of the Open
Space and Natural Resource Commission in Hamden and would like to submit testimony
to the committee in support of preserving the Savin Farm in Lebanon.I am a member of
the Connecticut Farmland Trust and have worked with the Connecticut Forest and Parks
Association as a member of the Connecticut Woodcarvers Association,

As a member of the Open Space Commmission in Hamden we try to help identify open
space that could possibly be aquired for the Towns benefit . Our Commission is now
working on trying to get an easement for a parcel that was a farm. In this capacity 1
attended a Workshop for Farming Protected Land in October of 2013 .  The Workshop
was held at a Grange Hall in Woodstock Ct. After the talk there was a tour of Morse
Family Farm, This farm was a dairy farm that produces milk for Cabot Creamery. The
farm is run by two brothers and is a very modern operation with strict production rules
.The ficlds that are used are strictly for food for the herd of cows that they have. One of
the things he said was that they are always looking for land to grow more corn for silage
for these animals. There were three of these Workshops given throuout the State last year.
The Morse farm is protected by the Ct.State Department of Agriculture. The Rosedale
farm in Simsbury is protected by the Simsbury Land Trust and Sunny Valley by the
Nature Conservancy. You can refer to a booklet Conservation Options for Connecticut
farmland put together by the Connecticut Farmland Trust and the American Farmland
Trust. I also have a brochure about the State of Connecticut’s Department of Agriculture’
Farmland Preservation program that was given to me at the Workshop.I am eclosing a
copy of this booklet in my packet.

I grew up with my Grandfathers farm on my street and the neighbors farm across the
street.] lived in Hamden as I do now but these farms are long gone and a Grange Hall I
haven’t seen in many years, Hamden has one family farm left it is protected by the State
of Connecticut.It is the Hindinger Family Farm.We continue to save as much farmland as
we can because once it is gone for other reasons we have lost a very important resource
to feed ourselves .. The farming industry has seen an upsurge because of the farm to table
movement . Generally it is healthier to know where your food is coming from. There is
another farm in Hamden it is privately owned and not protected and feeds a lot of people
right into the cold weather and will be sorely missed if it’s status is lost. I know it takes a
lot of hard work but according to Kip Kolesinkas from the Workshop there are people
looking for farmland and if there is farmland protected into perpetuity we will all benefit.

My father was a butcher and a supermarket owner and starting in the 1950s he was
constantly talking about making sure the farms would be saved for without them we will
lose our independence. Continue the increase in farming by protecting Lebanon’s Savin
Farm.in perpetuity specifically for continued farming. Thank you.

Marigrace Larke 155 Howard Drive Hamden Ct 06514
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